
Key Features:  
- Catch crop, break crop,       
nutrient scavenger.  
- Deep tap root can reach far 
down in the soil and break up 
hard pans.  
- Bio-driller and bio-fumigant  
 
Best Uses  
Fall cover crop and green     
manure, grazing.  
 
Establishment:  
 
Seeding Rate: 14 lbs/Acre  
 
Seeding Depth: 1/4” deep  
 
Planting Dates: Mid-August to 
mid September for maximum 
root growth; can also be  
planted in spring in warmer 
climates.  

Nitro radish is a brassica with a deep tap root that            
penetrates subsoil, improves tilth, and scavenges and        
bio-accumulates nitrogen, calcium, sulfur, and magnesium 
from lower soil levels, bringing nutrients up to regions 
where they are usable by other crops. Radishes’ leafy       
canopy suppresses weeds; they also secrete chemicals that 
help inhibit weed germination, as well as chemicals that 
suppress nematodes. For this reason, many brassicas are 
known as “bio-fumigants.”  
 
Many no-till farmers like to use Daikon radishes as a way to 
break up soil, add tilth, and scavenge nitrogen and other  
nutrients.  
 
Many forage crop rotations lack brassicas or broadleaf 
crops, so introducing this species helps add diversity to the 
rotation and break up pest and weed cycles.  
 
As a cover crop that can also be grazed, Daikon radishes are 
often planted in combination with oats. If planted in late 
summer, this combination will winterkill, and the oats      
residue provides a mulch groundcover overwinter. Radishes 
decompose and leave behind holes they have drilled in the 
soil.  


